Rhode Island

BUMBLE BEES

Bumble Bee Anatomy Bombus fervidus
yellow bumble bee

¢ Nest: under and above ground

¢ Queens: active April - May and August -
September

¢ Workers: active May - October

+ Identification: largely yellow abdomen

>Abdomen + Rare species of bumble bee
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Bumble bee species are most often identi-
fied by the colors on each band (T1, T2,
etc.) of their abdomen.

Bumble Bee Quick Facts Other less common bumbles include:
« Around 250 species in the world (21 found - Bombus vagans
on the continental United States) - Bombus perplexus
¢ Adults feed on nectar and feed their larvae - Bombus pennsylvanicus (the rarest of our
pollen bumble bees!)

« Considered generalist pollinators (they
pollinate lots of plants!)
+  When winter comes the colony dies off and
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Nest: mostly underground, can
also nest above ground

Queens: active April - July
Workers: active May - June
Identification: one full yellow T1
band followed by a partially yellow
T2 band

Often confused with B. impatiens

Nest: under and above ground as
well as in cavities

Queens: active April - May and
July - August

Workers: active June - September
Identification: yellow T1 band and
an orange/brown T2 band

Instead of a rusty colored band,
Queens of this species can have a

fully yellow T2 band

Nest: underground

Queens: active April - May and
September - October

Workers: active May - September
Identification: yellow T1 band
Our most common bumble bee!

What To Plant!
« Goldenrod + Sweet Joe-Pye weed
. " | « New England aster * Cutleaf coneflower
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